
Report on Extraordinary visitation of Rector Major 

 

 

 

The Rector Major of Don Bosco, Fr Ángel Fernández Artime, the tenth successor of Don 

Bosco, made his first visit to Don Bosco Senior Secondary School, Nerul on 22nd October 

2022 at 5:30 p.m. What a beautiful day the Lord has made. The size and spirit of the 

gathering is just a small reflection of the deep devotion of Boscoites. His message, 

“Education is a wonderful garment for any nation. It not just contributes to the present 

but also gives a future. It is a way to offer people very diverse ways of coming forward” 

has inspired so many people across our Nation and around the world. 

Don Bosco Family accorded a traditional welcome with Lezim, the folk-dance form, 

from the state of Maharashtra. Students gave a grand welcome performing in their 

colourful costumes with their jingling cymbals(lezim). Fr Artime witnessed the 

community fridge service feeding the hungry from the pandemic time and no 

questions asked. Rector Major blessed the embellished facade in the presence of 

various dignitaries. Reverend Father Artime was also greeted with tilak on his 

forehead, Pheta, Aarti and 

garland.  The Spontaneous 

and organized flash mob 

which includes students, 

teachers and members of 

Don Bosco family 

expressed their bliss by 

tapping their feet 



synchronously to the music and song. Reverend Father was then escorted to the 

playground where he enjoyed playing football and basketball with the Oratory 

children. 

After a short break, Fr Artime accompanied by the dignitaries was escorted to the Don 

Bosco Academic gate. Classical Bharatnatyam dance by students of Don Bosco Nerul 

added colour to the reception, cutting of ribbon was followed by unveiling of Plaque 

by Father. He then Blessed the Statue of Mother Mary and the courtyard. Reverend Fr 

Artime said prayers at the statue, visited cafeteria, development centre and 

appreciated the new building.  

 

The reception in honour of the 

Rector Major at the Assembly Hall 

was enlivened by the melodious 

welcome song by the student 

choir. Rector of Don Bosco Nerul 

Rev. Fr. Barnabe D’Souza escorted Rector Major to the stage and introduced him to 

the audience, Fr Dominic Lisboa, the vice Rector felicitated Fr Artime with a jacket, Mr. 

T. K Anthony from the Accounts department, Student representative of Don Bosco 

school Nerul felicitated Rector major with a stole and a flower bouquet respectively. 

The Oratory was the mission of Don Bosco passed on to all Salesians which is carried 

out passionately at Don Bosco Nerul. It comprises of children from the nearby villages 

who come to the institute to learn and play. scintillating performance of traditional 

dances by Oratory children, a film depicting yesterday, today and tomorrow of Don 

Bosco School Nerul caught the attention of audience. School students performed the 

traditional Maharashtrian folk dances Lavni, derived from the word Lavanya which 

means beauty and Gondhal, which means ‘commotion’ which is the dramatic narration 

of mythical stories, praise of heroes or narration of folk legends.  

Father Ángel addressed the audience said “We as Salesians unite all our forces for the 

good of the poor around us. Seeing all the children undergoing skilled training and the 

mothers undergoing training for future and all the things I’m breathing, seeing and I’m 

really feeling the Salesian presence.” Fr Artime appreciated the great work done by the 



Salesians, the members of the Salesian Family and the teachers, especially in the field 

of education in this region.  

 Ms Sangita Bhattacharya, the Principal of Don Bosco School Nerul encouraged and 

inspired Don Bosco Family members with her vote of thanks. Rector Major enthralled 

the audience as he played guitar and sang Spanish melodies. Salesian Corporators 

felicitated Rev Fr Rector Major. After the School Anthem, Rev Fr Biju Michael, the 

regional councillor for South Asia said the grace before meals and everyone proceeded 

for the sumptuous dinner accompanied with light melodious music by Schubert sir and 

his band. The excitement around his visit, must be attributed not only to his role as 

Rector Major but to his unique qualities as a person. In his humility, his embrace of 

simplicity, in the gentleness of his words, in the generosity of his spirit, we see a living 

example of Don Bosco’s teachings, a leader whose moral authority comes not just 

through words, but also through deeds. 


